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INTRODUCTION 

When Jesus announces in Mark 1:14 that “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 
news!” The Holy Spirit gives hearing and response to Jesus’ announcement and the church is birthed. It’s Jesus’ announcement of the 
kingdom that draws our community forward toward the day when God’s reign will be fully established on earth again and calls us to 
enter into the kingdom now as God’s kingdom people. In this way, the church is a both a preview of what is to come and an agent of 
renewal as the eternal kingdom of God is established among us. The prayer of Habakkuk captures our heart’s desire as we anticipate 
the fulfillment of God’s kingdom.  

“Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, Lord. Renew them in our day,        
in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.” - Habakkuk 3:2 

Our vision is:  

TO SEE THE FAME AND DEEDS OF GOD RENEWED AND KNOWN IN OUR TIME. 

Who we seek to be and all we desire to do is in response to Jesus’ announcement that the kingdom is at hand and the declaration that 
our Creator God is making all things new. As the Holy Spirit gives hearing and response at Jesus’ announcement we are ourselves enter 
the process of being made new. Discipleship is the word we use for this process of renewal and formation.  

And discipleship is the primary way Jesus has invited us to participate in the kingdom.  

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18-20 

Our primary mission as a church is to make disciples of Jesus in order that more and more people may receive and enter into the 
kingdom of God announced by Jesus.  
 
Our mission: 
 
CHURCH OF THE CITY IS A FAMILY OF DIVERSE CHURCHES THAT ARE WORKING TOGETHER  
FOR THE COMMON GOOD AND THE RENEWAL OF THE CITY OF NASHVILLE. 

 
 

OUR SEVEN VALUES 
 
Our vision can best be capsulized in our seven key values. We will seek to uphold these values as we dwell together in unity. 
 

RENEWAL 
Revelation 21:5 

We believe God is calling us to join Him in His renewal work on earth. God is already on the 
move around us in our neighborhoods, jobs, and schools, and He’s inviting us to join Him! 

 
GENEROSITY 

1 Timothy 6:18-19 
In a culture that is consumed with acquiring wealth and possessions, we believe that a truly 

robust life can be achieved through the kingdom principle of generosity. 
 
 



DIVERSITY 
Galatians 3:26-28; Mark 11:17 

We believe that our need to contend for a diverse church and to seek reconciliation is 
encouraged and informed by the gospel itself. 

 
COMPASSION 

Proverbs 31:8 
Following the way of Jesus and understanding the gospel helps us to understand the way we 

should care for others and contend for justice. 
 

WORSHIP 
Acts 16:25-26 

When we worship, we are singing and inviting the presence and the power of Jesus into the 
circumstances and realities of our lives. 

 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

John 1:14 
Part of our role in the Kingdom is to relationally pursue those around us and seek to love 

them well. Our hope is for the church to reflect the neighborhood that it is in. 
 

PRACTICES 
Jeremiah 29:12-13 

When we engage in the spiritual practices, the help us to receive power from God to be freed 
from sin, grow in love, and understand His promises for our lives.  

 
 

WHY BECOME A STAKEHOLDER? 
 
Choosing a church home is an important decision. We are committed to assisting with the process, regardless of the outcome. We desire to 
help individuals discern whether God is calling them to commit to Church of the City (COTC) as their home. Many churches refer to this 
commitment as church membership. We choose to identify it as being a Stakeholder. We find this distinction important because we have a 
shared interest in God’s specific work in and through COTC. 
 

COVERING 
Protection, Care 

 
COTC is led and governed by an elder board, with members appointed and affirmed by Stakeholders. These elders exercise spiritual 
and financial oversight and governance of COTC. Our staff and leaders are accountable to these elders (1 Timothy 5:17). The elders, 
pastors, and leaders of COTC desire to serve in a manner reflective of 1 Peter 5:1-5 and take seriously the responsibility to contend for 
the integrity of the church because of the type of resistance noted in Acts 20:29-30. 
 

COMMUNITY 
Accountability, Discipleship, Missional Community 

 
God calls us to dwell in community, and Scripture demonstrates and instructs us in how to pursue unity. Being a Stakeholder does not 
grant salvation (Acts 4:12), but does provide a biblical covering and the many benefits of community. Being a Stakeholder provides the 
opportunity to be encouraged toward and accountable to living a Christian lifestyle (Romans 12:11-16). It also provides us an 
opportunity to be challenged in more intentional ways by brothers and sisters who have the same aim to please Christ and to confess 
and repent in community. We believe one of the best ways to experience life together in Christ is when we are a part of Missional 
Communities and smaller groups. In this, we also become an extension of God’s church throughout our city and are best prepared to 
advance the kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven (Acts 2:42-47).  



COMMISSION 
Sharing the Gospel, Cultural Renewal, Loving Your Neighborhood 

 
It is a joy to share the love of Jesus and the message of the gospel in our city and with those around us. The Bible clearly reminds us to 
be mindful of others as we pursue Christ. As a Stakeholder of COTC, you will be equipped and provided specific opportunities to do 
just that (Matthew 28:18-20). When we are unified as Stakeholders, we begin to think differently about how we can be best equipped 
to love and serve our neighbors well with a shared purpose and focus (Matthew 6:10). 

 
COMMITMENT 

Gathering, Participating, Serving the Body 
 
One of the signs of the kingdom of God is belonging. Our hearts long for this, yet our tendency is to keep our options open. We 
believe that we can’t have community without commitment. Becoming Stakeholders signifies our commitment to partnering with one 
another and contending for the health and work of the church. Every Stakeholder has a unique gift that is needed for our church to 
thrive and truly be at its best for the advancement of the kingdom of God (1 Peter 4:10). In our hope to be a church that loves and 
serves people well, we commit to serve our body in a specific capacity and remain aware of the present needs of COTC and meet 
those needs when able. (Galatians 6:10; John 13:34-35). 
 

 
WHAT WE BELIEVE 

 
Church of the City (COTC) is a nondenominational church that believes in the authority of the Christian Scriptures for our life and practice. 
Three documents—the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Evangelical Statement of Faith—embody the tenants upon which COTC is 
founded.  
 
THE FATHER 
The first person of the Trinity orders and directs all things according to His purpose and pleasure. He has created humanity to bring 
Him glory and honor, through His grace. While He is transcendent, He is also actively involved in His creation—offering an eternal 
relationship with us through His Son, Jesus Christ. (Matthew 6:9; John 5:19-24; Ephesians 1:3-6; 2:1-10) 
 
THE SON 
Jesus Christ is both the eternal Son of God and virgin-born Son of man. Fully God, fully man, He surrendered nothing of His deity 
during His earthly life. His sinless, sacrificial offering on the cross satisfied the Father’s justice, offering atonement for all of 
humanity’s sins for all time. We believe in His bodily resurrection, His physical ascension, and His visible return back to earth to 
establish His earthly kingdom. (John 1:14-18; Colossians 1:15-20) 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit executes the will of God in this world through humanity by leading, guiding, filling, teaching, and convicting. The Holy 
Spirit is not merely an impersonal force, but is a person, displaying the qualities of personhood (intellect, emotions, and will). The Holy 
Spirit equips believers upon conversion by giving them gifts to be used for the building up of the church and by bearing fruit through 
their yielded lives. (John 16:7-11; Ephesians 2:10; Ephesians 1:13-14; Galatians 5:22-25) 
 
HUMANITY 
We are created in the image of God, destined to enjoy an intimate relationship with Him and one another, fulfilling His will here on 
earth. Through Adam and Eve’s willful sin in the garden, sin entered the world and has infected all of humanity. Due to our inherent 
sinful nature received from our father Adam, we are separated from God, spiritually dead, and destined for physical death and an 
eternity removed from God. (Genesis 1-3; Romans 1:18-32; Romans 5:12-21; Ephesians 2:1-3) 
 
 
 
 



SALVATION 
Jesus Christ died for our sins as the only sufficient sacrifice, offering atonement for the sin of all mankind through His death, burial, 
and resurrection. While salvation is available to all, it is only experienced by those who receive His gracious gift by faith, apart from 
works. As a result of our new relationship with God through His Son, Jesus, we are called to a life of submission to the Holy Spirit, 
manifesting spiritual fruit, and walking in good works that God has prepared beforehand for us to do. (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; John 1:12; 
Ephesians 1:7, 2:8-9; Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 John 5:11-13; Galatians 3:26; John 3:16) 
 
THE SCRIPTURES 
We believe every word in the original writings is inspired by God and is without error. The Word of God reveals God’s nature and will 
for all of humanity and is to be the foundation of faith and practice. We affirm that while God’s Word is accurate in all matters, it is not 
given as an end in and of itself, but rather a means to a relationship with God. (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Hebrews 4:12; 
John 17:17) 
 
THE CHURCH 
All who place their faith in God through His Son, Jesus Christ, are a part of the universal body of believers known as the Church. The 
purpose of the local church is to lead people to Christ and bring them to maturity in Him. Members of the local church are to live lives 
in humble submission to other Spirit-led believers and to the God-appointed leaders of the church. COTC is an autonomous local 
assembly led by Jesus Christ, who directs as the head of this body through a team of appointed elders. (Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 2:41-
47; 1 Corinthians 12-14; Matthew 28:18-20; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) 
 
THE KINGDOM  
At the end of all things, God promises to make all things new. He invites us, His followers, to join Him in this work of renewal on earth. 
The signs of His kingdom coming are salvation, joy, peace, justice, God’s presence, belonging, and healing. (Revelation 21:5) 
 
NONESSENTIALS 
We affirm that the doctrines of the Trinity, the deity of Christ, the bodily resurrection, the atoning work of Christ on the cross, and 
salvation by grace through faith make up the essential, distinctive nature of Christianity. We acknowledge that there are peripheral, 
nonessential doctrines that are important but not critical to the follower of Christ as it relates to salvation. While COTC may hold 
positions on these nonessentials, we will not allow these doctrines to cause division within the church. We will accept into our body 
those who have differing views on the nonessential doctrines but will not allow those of a different opinion to fracture the church. 
 
 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

The central themes of Jesus’ 14 teachings in the Sermon on the Mount address the issues of money, sexuality, and power. We desire to 
experience the deliverance of the kingdom of God in these areas and to put on display tangibly what it looks like to walk in the way of Jesus. It 
is important for our tone that we seek to define what we are pursuing rather than simply what we are avoiding and therefore we have framed 
these three categories as a pursuit of:  

1. Generosity (Our money ethic) 

2. Faithfulness (Our sexual ethic) � 

3. Servanthood (Our power ethic) 

 
GENEROSITY 
God is a generous God who gives generously to all without finding fault. God demonstrates generosity in not sparing the Son, but 
freely giving him to us (Rom. 8). Paul says of Christ, “He who was rich became poor that by his poverty we might become rich.” 
Generosity is at the heart of who God is and it is at the heart of the kind of people he invites us to become. Generosity is about more 
than money. It is about time and abilities as well. We are stewards, meant to see life as a gift that is stewarded for the glory of God. In 
the bible, this fundamentally means we take on a vision of abundance over scarcity.  



FAITHFULNESS 
How we relate sexually is a critical arena for Christian proclamation and instruction, but one that is often neglected due to fear of 
giving offense or simply embarrassment and shame. We hope the following offers some clarity in this important issue. 

We believe God’s design in creation is that marriage is constituted by the committed, faithful relationship between one man and one 
woman, in which they become one flesh in a new social unity that is distinct from their birth families, and that sexual intercourse as the 
expression of that ‘one flesh’ is to be enjoyed exclusively within the bond of marriage. This loving sexual union, in which ‘two become 
one’, reflects both Christ’s relationship with the Church and also the unity of Jew and Gentile in the new humanity.  

We recognize our need for deep humility and consciousness of failure in this area. We long to see Christians challenging our 
surrounding cultures by living according to the standards to which the Bible calls us. Our church will always be a place where the 
dignity of all people is respected with love, kindness and empathy. 

SERVANTHOOD 
In our corruption by sin, power is often exercised to abuse and exploit others. We exalt ourselves, claiming superiority of gender, race, 
or social status. Paul counters all these marks of power abuse with his requirement that those who are filled by God’s Spirit should 
submit to one another for Christ’s sake. Such mutual submission and reciprocal love is to be expressed in marriage, family, and socio-
economic relations. �Jesus teaching on power is crucial here. There arose a reasoning among the disciples, which would be the greatest. 
Jesus rebuked this mentality calling them to humble service. He said of himself, “The Son of man has not come to be served, but to 
serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” This is the pattern of Jesus for power. � 

 
 

STANDARDS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
To become a Stakeholder, an individual must be high school age or older and in full understanding of the commitments connected to this 
distinction. A Stakeholder of COTC is responsible for participating in the life and mission of the church by following Christ and seeking to live 
as He would live. We commit to do so according to the following premises: 
 
 
AUTHENTICALLY PROFESS FAITH IN CHRIST 
The local church is a body of believers in Jesus Christ, seeking to be His hands and feet on earth (Ephesians 4:4-6). It is under this 
shared belief that we unite as a local expression of the body at COTC. We will profess our faith and commit to responding to the 
command of Jesus to be baptized by full immersion. 
 
COMMIT TO LIVING AS A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST 
We commit to continually be moving toward living a life that is a reflection of the love and the way of Jesus. We commit ourselves to 
the practices of the faith, as well as relationship and discipleship with fellow believers (Galatians 3:27). 
 
PROTECT THE PEACE AND PURITY OF THE CHURCH 
We believe we are called to fight to preserve peace and not to participate in sowing discord and disunity in the church. As 
Stakeholders, we commit to forgiveness, reconciliation, and restoration as guideposts for relationship (Ephesians 4:32). 
 
SUPPORT THE WORSHIP AND PRACTICES OF THE CHURCH 
We commit to move toward regularly attending and faithfully praying for our gatherings and to partake in the Lord’s Supper (Hebrews 
10:24-25). We also commit to move toward the practice of generosity in God’s kingdom through financially giving to our local church 
(1 Timothy 6:18-19). 
 
SERVE AND REINFORCE THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 
We commit to identify our gifts, serve our body in a specific capacity, and remain aware of the present needs of COTC. (1 Peter 4:10). 
We will also commit to moving toward participation and engagement with a Missional Community. We believe that this is a venue in 
which both spiritual development and engagement with our neighborhoods for the gospel can occur (Acts 5:42). 



As Stakeholders, we have the right and responsibility to influence the key decisions of the church, most importantly through the selection and 
affirmation of elder candidates. Stakeholders also receive priority for facility usage and staff members’ time (such as weddings, funerals, 
benevolent needs, and personal support in your area of ministry). From time to time, meetings or other functions are held for “Stakeholders 
only.” These events are usually called either to inform the church about a major concern or to garner input from the body; therefore, they are 
limited only to those who are participating Stakeholders. Finally, leadership positions in the church require being a Stakeholder as a 
prerequisite. The primary reason to become a Stakeholder, however, is not to gain a personal advantage, but to identify with and live according 
to the values of COTC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

STAKEHOLDER COMMITMENT 
 
 
I have read and understand the Church of the City (COTC) statement of beliefs and agree to voluntarily 
submit to the leadership as led by them. I have heard, in person or online, all seven messages on the values of 
our church. After prayerful consideration, I feel led by God to become a Stakeholder of COTC. In doing so, I 
affirm the following: 
 
I HAVE MADE AN AUTHENTIC PROFESSION OF FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.  
I have been baptized as a believer by full immersion. 
 
I AM COMMITTED TO LIVING AS A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST.  
I will engage in personal worship, obey the teachings of Scripture, and regularly fellowship with followers of 
Jesus. 
 
I AM COMMITTED TO PROTECTING THE PEACE AND PURITY OF THE CHURCH.  
I will act in love toward others, promote unity among believers, refuse to gossip, and pursue biblical 
reconciliation. 
 
I AM COMMITTED TO SUPPORT THE WORSHIP AND PRACTICES OF THE CHURCH. 
I will attempt to faithfully pray for and attend the weekend gatherings and partake in the Lord’s Supper. I will 
also move toward the practice of generosity through regular giving. 
 
I AM COMMITTED TO SERVING IN AND REINFORCING THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH. 
I will use my spiritual gifts to serve the church (e.g. children’s ministry, hospitality) and the city. I will move 
toward joining and engaging with Missional Communities and/or other groups.  
 
I understand that the above standards cannot be maintained without relying on the Holy Spirit to work in my 
life and without specific commitments on my part. I acknowledge that I am in agreement with the Stakeholder 
commitment.  
 
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Signature __________________________________________________  Date ________________________ 
 


